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Social History of Learning Disability Conference

20th and 21st July 2017
The Open University, Milton Keynes

Doing research on the social history of learning disability: learning lessons
CALL FOR PAPERS
People have been doing exciting and important research into the social history of learning disability in recent years. This includes research by self-advocates, academics, community groups, students, families and practitioners. This research has taken many different – and often very creative – forms.
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Our 2016 conference focused on why it is important that we continue to do research on the history of learning disability. A strong case was made that history still matters. But at last year’s conference we also talked a lot about how this research is done. We said we needed to do more thinking together about the ‘how?’ question.

So we have decided to focus our 2017 conference on how we do research on the social history of learning disability. We welcome your ideas for conference presentations on any of these issues:
· Who is involved in doing research on the social history of learning disability, and how are they involved?
· What methods are being used?

· What type of research is being done?
· What are the barriers to doing this research, and how can they be tackled?
· How is technology impacting on how we do and share our research?

· What role is played by the arts and drama?

· How do we capture ‘fragile’ histories that are at risk of disappearing from view?

· How are ethical concerns impacting upon this research?

· What is the role of archives and museums in this research?

· What lessons can we learn from each other’s work, and how we can share these?
· How we do we share our histories with the wider public?
· How can we interest wider audiences in this history?

· Overviews of how the practice of doing the social history of learning disabilities has developed.
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We welcome submissions from a range of perspectives and from a range of different people. We also want to include international perspectives, so we would like to see papers from the UK and abroad. We know that research on the history of learning disability is being done in all sorts of interesting ways. We want to capture the breadth of this work. Finally, we approach the social history of learning disability from the point of view that ‘today’s stories are tomorrow’s history’. So we are also interested in how research about contemporary issues is being done, as contemporary research will, of course, be capturing stories that will become tomorrow’s history!
A note on our conferences
The annual Social History of Learning Disability (SHLD) Research Group Conference at the Open University brings together people with learning disabilities, families, academics, practitioners, advocacy groups, service providers and other interested people to explore and document the past and its influence on the present and future.

To date much of the published work of the group has covered the history of the long stay learning disability institutions, the development of community based support and services, and individual life histories. Our experience is that stories and testimonies from people with learning disabilities, families, and others closely involved have afforded very valuable insight as to what works well for achieving a good life - both in the past and present - in addition to highlighting potential barriers and how these can be overcome.
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Submitting an abstract
Abstracts will be reviewed by members of the SHLD group, which includes people with learning disabilities. Please send a short (up to one page) accessible summary of your proposed paper by Friday 31st March 2017 to Catherine Pibworth at the following address:
Email: shld-conference@open.ac.uk 
OR
Catherine Pibworth
Faculty of Wellbeing, Education and Language Studies
The Open University
Milton Keynes
MK7 6AA
Video and storyboard abstracts
This year we are exploring the submission of video and storyboard abstracts. If you are interested in submitting a video or storyboard abstract for your presentation, please contact Liz Tilley to discuss: Elizabeth.Tilley@open.ac.uk
