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PARTICIPANT INFORMATION SHEET  Life course interviews
Study title

Exploring gaps in social citizenship and social assistance (in and out of work benefits, universal benefits)
You are being invited to take part in a research study. Before you decide whether or not to take part, it is important for you to understand why the research is being done and what it will involve. Please take time to read the following information carefully.

What is the purpose of the study?

The EUROSHIP project (https://euroship-research.azurewebsites.net/about/)
aims to provide original and gender sensitive assessment of the current gaps in social protection against poverty and social exclusion in Europe. Through the involvement of national and European stakeholders, EUROSHIP aims to develop policy recommendations on how to strengthen social citizenship at the national and EU level.

This project will look at the experiences of women and men when faced with difficult life choices; unemployment , adjusting to difficult circumstances e.g. disability and caring responsibilities. It will examine how systems that are in place (i.e. financial support, emotional support, retraining) help or hinder the transformation phase of this adjustment and any ongoing difficulties.  The project will also look at how the use of computers and digital platforms has affected those seeking services. 
Why have I been invited to participate?

We are hoping to interview participants of varying ages with a variety of different life experiences to share. It is hoped that your insights will help to shed light on the practical realities that people face. Your input will help to identify policy or support that has been useful or where it has been lacking. Your perceptions will be used to help make recommendations and guide the focus for future policy.
Do I have to take part?

It is up to you to decide whether or not to take part. If you do decide to take part you will be given this information sheet to keep and be asked to sign a consent form. If you decide to take part you are still free to withdraw at any time and without giving a reason.

What will happen to me if I take part?

If you agree to take part a researcher will interview you and ask you questions about your experiences of life. This will take about an hour and with your permission will be recorded. You do not have to answer any question you do not feel comfortable with.
What are the possible disadvantages and risks of taking part? (where appropriate)

We may ask you questions about difficult times in your life which you may find upsetting. You do not have to answer any questions that you find upsetting.
What are the possible benefits of taking part?

You will receive a gift voucher in appreciation for your time. This does not affect your rights to withdraw your consent at any point.  You are not obliged to answer any question and you can refuse to answer any questions during the interview. Confidentiality is still assured and signing a receipt for the gift voucher does not affect this in any way. 
Will my information in this study be kept confidential?

All information will be treated as strictly confidential and handled in accordance with the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) 2016. Any name/ lists are confidential and under no circumstanced will this be made accessible to persons who are not involved in the preparation and undertaking of the interviews. Similarly, each set of anonymised interview notes, recordings and transcripts from interviewees will be strictly confidential information and stored on Sussex One drive. Personal data will be  securely destroyed.
What should I do if I want to take part?

 Please sign the consent form provided to you by the researcher

What will happen to the results of the research study?

 The research will be disseminated across the  UK and EU and beyond through publications and exchange of knowledge forums.   This will include the active involvement of relevant scientific communities, government bodies, practitioners and citizens’ groups. 
Who is organising and funding the research?

This research is being conducted by the University of Sussex Business school. as a partner organisation of EUROSHIP. The project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme, under grant agreement No 870698.
Who has approved this study?

The research has been approved by the Social Sciences and Arts Cross schools Research Ethics committee C. REC , The ethical approval number if this study is ER/AJMM20/1
Contact for Further Information

 Please contact Dr Ann McDonnell at EUROSHIP@sussex.ac.uk
If  you have any concerns about the way in which the study has been conducted,  you should contact the Chair of the C-REC who reviewed the project ( insert name) ), 
The University of Sussex has insurance in place to cover its legal liabilities in respect of this study.

Thank you

Thank you for taking the time to read this information sheet. Please feel free to ask any questions or email questions to EUROSHIP@sussex.ac.uk
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